CORPUS SCRIPTORUM CHRISTIANORUM ORIENTALIUM 

de LOUVAIN ET WASHINGTON 

foiKte en 1903 par J.-B. Chabot (+1948) et H. Hyyernat (t 1941) 
recree en 1948 par R. Draguet (+1980) 

En 1950 a dte instauree une designation simplifiee des volumes ani rl™, , ,, . , , 

references bibliographiqura. Un sigle en deux parties exprime succesdvement le numlo d"du volume 
dans la collecUonz t dans 1 une des sept seasons: AedrOopica), Ar(abica), Arm(eniaca), Copt(ica). Ibcr(ica), 
Syr(iaca), Subs(idia); lorsque le volume est une version, Ie second demenr dn • • i- 

p.ex. CSCO 189. Syr. 120 (un texte), mais CSCO 190. Syr. 120 (une version) Puis. loLquT ytliem ies 
sig es T(exte) et Vferston mettent en concordance le texte et la version d une meme publication. Enfm, Ie 
sigle Cfr renvoie a des volumes susceptibles de completer de quelque fa ? on le volume concerne. 

Demiers volumes partis: 

585. Subs. 107. - Leonhard, C., Ishodad of Menu's Exegesis of the Psalms 119 and 139-147 2000 VI-287 d 

ISBN: 90-429-0960-9. ’ ’ ” 

586. Subs. 108. - Aleksidze, Z., Mah4, J.-P., Le nouveau manuscrit georgien sinaitique N Sin 50 

Introduction par Z. AleksidzA texte fran^ais de J.-P. Mahe, 2001, VI-285 p. ISBN: 90-429-0981-1. 

587- Arm. 25, T. - Mathews, E.G., The Armenian Commentary on Exodus-Deuteronomy attributed to Ephrem 
the Syrian, 2001, X-216 p. ISBN: 90-429-1009-7. — V: vol. 588. 

588. Arm. 26, V. - Mathews, E.G., The Armenian Commentary on Exodus-Deuteronomy attributed to Ephrem 
the Syrian, 2001, XIV-160 p. ISBN: 90-429-1018-6. — T: vol. 587. 

589. Syr. 230, T. - Mengozzi, A., Israel ofAlqosh and Joseph ofTelkepe. A Story in a Truthfid Language. Reli- 
gious Poems in Vernacular Syriac (North Iraq, 17th Century), 2002, 278 p. ISBN: 90-429-1022-4. V- 

vol. 590. 

590. Syr. 231, V. - Mengozzi, A., Israel ofAlqosh and Joseph ofTelkepe. A Story in a Truthful Language. Reli- 
gious Poems in Vernacular Syriac ( North Iraq, 17th Century), 2002, 321 p. ISBN: 90-429-1023-2. T: 

vol. 589. 

591. Subs. 109. - Shedinger, R.F., Tatian and the Jewish Scriptures: A Textual and Philological Analysis of the 
Old Testament Citations in Tatian s Diatessaron, 2001, VI-186 p. ISBN: 90-429-1042-9. 

592. Syr. 232, T. - Brakke, D., Pseudo-Athanasius on Virginity, 2002, 48 p. ISBN: 90-429-1080-1. V: 

vol. 593. 

593. Syr. 233, V. - Brakke, D., Pseudo-Athanasius on Virginity, 2002, 48 p. ISBN: 90-429-1091-7. — T: 
vol. 592. 

594. Subs. 110. - Weltecke, D., Die «Beschreibung der Zeitene von Mor Michael dem Grofen (1126-1199). 
Eine Studie zu ihrem historischen und historiographiegeschichtlichen Kontext, 2003, XVI-314 p. ISBN: 
90-429-1132-8. 

595. Aeth. 105, T. - Bausi, A., La «Vita» e i «Miracoli» di Libanos, 2003, XXX-226 p. ISBN: 90-429-1 160- 
3. — V: vol. 596. 

(voir suite au recto) 

PEETERS-LEUVEN 



PEETERS 


SCRIPTORES SYRI, T. 240. — RELIGIOUS POETRY IN VERNACULAR SYRIAC FROM NORTHERN IRAQ 



CORPUS 

SCRIPTORUM CHRISTIANORUM ORIENTALIUM 

EDITUM CONSELIO 

UNIVERSITATIS CATHOLICAE AMERICAE 
ET UNIVERSITATIS CATHOLICAE LOVANIENSIS 

Vol. 627 ============= 

SCRIPTORES SYRI 
TOMUS 240 


RELIGIOUS POETRY IN VERNACULAR SYRIAC 
FROM NORTHERN IRAQ (17th-20th CENTURIES) 

AN ANTHOLOGY 

EDITED BY 

Alessandro MENGOZZI 


627 j 


LOYANH 

IN AEDIBUS PEETERS 
2011 


CORPUS SCRIPTORUM CHRISTIANORUM ORIENT ALIUM 

DES UMVERSlrii S CATHOLIQUES DE LOUVAIN ET DE WASHINGTON 


fonde en 1903 par J.-B. Chabot (t 1948) et H. Hyvernat (t 1941) 
recree en 1948 par R. Draguet (f 1980) 

A. de Halleux (1980-f 1994) 


Editeur scientifique: 

Andrea SCHMIDT 


Universite catholique de Louvain 


Responsables scientifiques des sections: 


Arabe 

Armenienne 

Copte 

Ethiopienne 

Georgienne 

Syriaque 

Subsidia 


J. DEN HEDER, Louvain-la-Neuve 
B. COULIE, Louvain-la-Neuve 
B. LAYTON, Yale 

A. BAUSI, Hamburg 

B. COULIE, Louvain-la-Neuve 
J.-P. MAHE, Paris 

: A. SCHMIDT, Louvain-la-Neuve 
: A. SCHMIDT, Louvain-la-Neuve 


RELIGIOUS POETRY IN VERNACULAR SYRIAC 
FROM NORTHERN IRAQ (17th-20th CENTURIES) 

AN ANTHOLOGY 
TEXTS 


Adresse de l’editeur scientifique (Editor): 
Prof. A. SCHMIDT 
Secretariat du CSCO 
Place Blaise Pascal, 1 
B - 1348 Louvain-la-Neuve 
csco@ uclouvain.be 


Adresse de l’editeur (Publisher): 

Uitgeverij PEETERS 
Bondgenotenlaan 153 
B - 3000 Leuven 


CORPUS 

SCRIPTORUM CHRIS TIANORUM ORIENT ALIUM 

EDOTJM CONSEJO 

UNIVERSITATIS CATHOLICAE AMERICAE 
ET UNIVERSITATIS CATHOLICAE LOVANIENSIS 

====== = ===^===^ Vol. 627 ====^ ============= 

SCRIPTORES SYRI 
TOMUS 240 


RELIGIOUS POETRY IN VERNACULAR SYRIAC 
FROM NORTHERN IRAQ (17th-20th CENTURIES) 

AN ANTHOLOGY 


EDITED BY 

Alessandro MENGOZZI 

WITH CONTRIBUTIONS BY 

Emanuela BRAIDA, Simona DESTEFANIS, 
Rita SACCAGNO and Shawqi TALIA 


LOYANII 

IN AEDIBUS PEETERS 
2011 





iini 


I Bayt Al Ara 


huda@sidibousaidlanguagbf?c8m 








PREFACE 


The present publication ideally continues CSCO 589-590, in which 
17th-century religious poems in Vernacular Syriac were published. Work 
on it began a few years ago, in the context of a research project on Neo- 
Aramaic poetry from Northern Iraq, generously funded by the Compagnia 
di San Paolo (Turin) in the years 2000-2003 and supervised by professor 
Fabrizio A. Pennacchietti. Over the years he has constantly supported the 
group of young scholars involved in the project — Braida, Destefanis, 
Mengozzi and Saccagno — scrupulously pinpointing their inaccuracies 
and generously sharing his fruitful ideas with them. To him, master of 
Neo-Aramaic philology, I wish to express my deepest gratitude. 

Most of the research on Neo-Aramaic poetry promoted by professor 
Pennacchietti and his students has been based on a photomechanical 
reproduction of the manuscript collection Habbi 3, printed in 1970 in a 
Chaldean Parish of San Diego, CA. The present collection has been com- 
pleted by the contribution of dr. Shawqi Talia, a Chaldean scholar from 
the American diaspora, who chose for us a text of dramatic beauty deal- 
ing with the themes of exile and separation. Natives of Telkepe in North- 
ern Iraq, his family settled in the Detroit area like many Chaldean fami- 
lies. He now teaches at the Catholic University of America in 
Washington. He edited the text, co mm ented and translated into English 
the poem On Exile by Rev. Yohannan Cholag (T. 121-127; V. 133-141). 

Rita Saccagno translated and wrote an introduction to the poem On 
Repentance by Hormizd of Alqosh (V. 1-27). On the basis of the thesis 
Saccagno presented for her Master of Arts degree at the University of 
Turin in the year 2002-2003, 1 prepared the critical text and apparatus of 
the Hormizd poem, which she revised thoroughly for the present publica- 
tion (T. 1-33). 

Simona Destefanis is the author of the critical text, apparatus, introduc- 
tion, and translation of the poems by Damyanos of Alqosh (T. 35-65 ; 
V. 29-78), whereas Emanuela Braida edited the text and wrote the intro- 
duction to and translation of the poems On an Attack by the Mongols at 
Karamlish by Thomas Hanna of Karamlish and On the Hermit Barmalka 
by Joseph 'Abbaya (T. 83-119; V. 95-131). 

I myself supervised the edition of both volumes and wrote the meth- 
odological introduction to the text (T. ix-xrx) and the brief history of 
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religious poetry in Vernacular Syriac which precedes the translations 
(V. v-xxiv). As far as I know, this is the most complete historical sketch 
of the genre published so far. I prepared the texts to be printed in Syriac 
script, edited the poem On a Famine in the Year 1898 by Anne of 
Telkepe and wrote the introduction to and translation of that poem 
(T. 67-82; V. 79-93). 

We are all very grateful to Mary McCann, who has drawn on early 
memories of church-going in the English Midlands to give our literal 
translations from the Aramaic something of the cadences and flavour of 
the liturgical and biblical sources dear to English-speaking congregations 
the world over. We felt she shared our involvement in the work. She saw 
intuitively what we were struggling to render and quietly removed the 
occasional howler. 

The Dipartimento di Scienze dei Linguaggi, della Comunicazione e 
degli Studi culturali of Bergamo University financially supported the 
research these volumes are based on. 

Many people provided me with intellectual stimulation and personal 
support during the preparation of this publication. I would like to mention 
Lucia Avallone, Martin Baasten, Mario Bensi, Giuliano Bernini, Pier 
Giorgio Borbone, Emanuela Braida, Bruno Cartosio, Mirko Colleoni, 
Mario Corona, Silvano Ferrarese, Rachida Hamdi, Bernadette Majorana, 
Marco Marzano, Francesca Melzi d’Eril, Marco Moriggi, Heleen Murre- 
van den Berg, Lucas Van Rompay, and Federica Venier. 

I cannot thank my parents Angela and Renzo enough, nor my parents- 
in-law Marinora and Luigino Actis-Giorgio for their affectionate support, 
nor the four angels of the hearth who bless my days and nights with 
smiles, cries, hope and love. 

Alessandro Mengozzi 


INTRODUCTION 

History and Linguistic Remarks on the Texts 
by Alessandro Mengozzi 

On Repentance by Hormizd of Alqosh 

Whether, and to what extent, it is appropriate to apply Post-Lachman- 
nian methods in the edition of Modem Aramaic texts has been thoroughly 
discussed elsewhere 1 and the conclusions can be dispensed with here. 
The history of the transmission of the dorekta On Repentance by Hormizd 
of Alqosh is a good example of the vicissitudes a Neo-Syriac text can be 
subjected to and the advantages of postulating and reconstructing an 
archetypal text. 

Three of the manuscripts containing this poem are available for schol- 
arly investigation: 2 

M: Mingana 51, 14b-29b (part of a collection of folios dating from 
between 1550 and 1750) 

S : Sachau 223, 65b-79a (1882/3) 

H: Habbi 3, 190-208 (Alqosh 1933). 3 

M and S clearly belong to the same branch of the text transmission. In 
the section in which verses are arranged according to an alphabetic acros- 
tic (1-46), M and S systematically replace the fourth line of each verse 
with the refrain ‘Have mercy on me, oh Christ!’, that interrupts the 
rhyme. Rhetore read a text with the same refrain ‘Have mercy on me, oh 
Christ! ’ in the first 44 verses. 4 


1 Mengozzi (2002 and 2009). 

2 Other manuscript witnesess are unavailbale at the moment; some are still hopefully 
preserved in Iraqi collections: Habbi 1, 722-80 (Habbi 1978a) and Baghdad 650.5 and 
890.11c (Haddad-Isaac 1988). 

3 For a description of the manuscripts, see Mingana (1933), Lidzbarski (1898), and 
Habbi (1978a). Saccagno (2002-2003: 11-12) publishes the text preserved in Habbi, col- 
lates it with the other two witnesses, seemingly considering them as separate versions, and 
does not make any attempt to reconstruct an archetype or to describe the history of the 
text transmission. 

4 Rhetore (1913-: 53). 
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The structure of the refrain is much freer in H, which preserves only 
the first word of the fourth lines (‘Have mercy’ in 1-9 and ‘Save me’ in 
10-45), while the second part of the line rhymes with the rest of the verse. 
This kind of imperfect refrain also occurs in the Neo-Syriac poetic ver- 
sion of the Christmas hymn On Revealed Truth by Khamis bar Qardahe, 
where Joseph of Telkepe perfectly adapts the refrain-like closing lines of 
the Classical verses to the rhyme patterns of the Modem version. 5 More 
in general, the imperfect refrain is one of the two main variants of ana- 
phora (repetition of a word in the first or the last line of a series of 
verses), a stylistic device which is systematically employed in connecting 
Neo-Syriac verses, where anadiplosis (or concatenatio, repetition of lex- 
ical material of the last line in the first line of the following verse) does 
not occur. 6 

I am therefore inclined to think that the full refrain preserved by M 
and S spread from 15d to all the closing lin es of the verses connected by 
the alphabetic acrostic and obliterated the textually richer anaphoras pre- 
served by H. However, since refrains are unusual but definitely not 
excluded in Neo-Syriac poetry (see the dorekta On Divine Economy by 
Yohannan Bishop of Mahwana), the hyparchetypal text with refrain (> 
M, S) may have emerged and been recorded as a variant in the chanting 
of the hymn. 

Omissions such as 51-60b or 129a-145c in M, but not in S, and 4, 9-10 
or 22-32 in S, but not in M, exclude a direct derivation of S from M and 
the other way round. 

Linguistic Variation 

Although S and H belong to different branches of the text transmis- 
sion, they share nevertheless the tendency to up-date in various ways the 
language of the archetype to a later form of Neo-Aramaic, whereas M is 
characterized by a number of linguistic features, most of which can be 
described as archaic or classicizing. 7 


5 Mengozzi (2002: vol. 590, 114-115). 

6 Mengozzi (2002: vol. 590, 75-78). 

7 Archetypes characterized by ‘archaic’ linguistic features are rather common in the 

text history of Neo-Syriac poetry. The phenomenon was first described in Pennacchietti 

(1990b) and then analyzed in the critical edition of 17th-century (Mengozzi 2002) and 

18th-century texts (Poizat 2002). Diatopy (Tiyari mountains vs. Mosul plain) is also 
evoked as an explanatory criterion besides diachrony (archaic vs. innovative). 


Orthographic or Morphologic Variation 

The manuscript transmission of Christian Neo- Aramaic texts in North- 
ern Iraq is generally characterized by phonetic spelling, u nlik e the rather 
historico-etymological standard in use for Urmi Neo-Aramaic (Assyr- 
ian). 8 

In line with this tendency, M records the assimilation of the first 
radical consonant in the past tense of the verb *npl ‘to fall’ : mpelle ‘he 
fell down’, where H (77d) and H and S (78a) have the more etymological 
npelle, following 19th-century spelling conventions. Similarly, M and S 
record the loss of emphasis in sermaye ‘crops’, where H has sarmaye (see 
Classical Syriac surma). 

In other cases, however, M resorts to a rather etymological spelling, 
as in dr 'a (47d, but dr ’a in H), qadmaya (50b, qammaya in H) or in the 
CCz'C- spelling for the suffixed past tense base: rxisli instead of rxesli ‘I 
went’ (8b). 9 The phonetic form, with short e in a closed syllable (CCeC-), 
is customary in H, S and elsewhere in M. ‘Dream’ is rendered with the 
classical spelling helma, where later manuscripts have phonetic fo rms : 
xelma in H, xulma in S (150d, 151a). 

Classicizing spellings of the genitive phrase — bera [sic for bral] 
d-dllaha ‘God’s son’ (156d, 157a), bera d-malkuta ‘son of the Kingdom’ 
(104d, 105a), mar{) dbrita ‘son of creation’ (llOd, where S has the clas- 
sical construct state mar brita and H a hybrid spelling mareh brita < 
mar eh d-brita ?) — occur besides the more phonetic herd dllaha (M in 
3b and H S almost everywhere), berd d-tarsosaye ‘son of Tarsus’ (14b) 
and berd gehanna ‘son of Hell’ (35b). 

Phonologic or orthographic variation is attested in the morphologic 
domain of the pronouns. M prefers etymological or archaic forms with 
<h>, whereas H and S have more modem and phonetic forms with <’>. 
Fem. hay (74b) and masc. haw (50b, 61c, 62a, 64a, 65c, 71a, 72a, 73b, 
74a, 125d, 155b) are probably etymological spellings for dy and W, 
consistently used in H and S, and occurring in M too (78b and 92c). 10 
The 2nd sing. masc. pronoun dhet ‘you’ is an archaic form correspond- 

8 See, e.g., Macuch (1976: 79) and Mengozzi (2002: vol. 590, 22-24). In the translit- 
eration of Neo-Aramaic words, a represents a long a in open syllables and a short a in 
closed syllables; e represents a long e in open syllables and a short e (a, i) in closed syl- 
lables; vowel length (a vs. a , e vs. e) is specified when the basic rule of syllabic structure 
(long vowels in open syllables, short vowels in closed syllables) is violated. 

9 See also 8a, 16a, 60a, 67b, 94a, 104d, 105a. 

10 See also ’ aht in 49c (S: ’ahed), replaced by ’ ay in H. 
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ing to the more modem form ’ayet, consistently used in S and H (32c, 
39c, 43c, 44d, 73d, 134d, 135a). 11 

Morphology of the Verb and Verbal System 

In the morphology of the verb, M and S (5b, 135d) preserve the archaic 
1 sing, direct ending - ena , 12 where H has -en in both cases. M and S 
preserve the etymological first weak consonant in the paradigm of the 
verb ‘to say’ (k’amer, k’amren, Ic’emri), whereas H, and in lc S too, have 
kamer, kemren, kemri (lc, 19b, 34b). In 69c M and H preserve Htelux 
‘you came’, where S has tellux. 

M and S tend to anticipate a short vowel e to solve consecutive con- 
sonantal clusters: qabbelti instead of qabletti (44c), qabbelta instead of 
qabletta (45a and 46c), same ha instead of sam’etta (45b), maselta instead 
of masletta (45c, but here S goes with H), pesxlet instead of the expected 
psexlet (114c). This kind of resyllabification of verbal forms has been 
observed in the Neo- Aramaic manuscripts preserved at the Catholic Uni- 
versity of America, Washington, 13 and it may be explained in terms of 
dia- or idio-lectal variation. 

In the expression of the past tense, the verbal system of the archetypal 
text features archaic forms which in late manuscripts are sometimes 
replaced by more modem ones. 14 S, e.g., replaces incorporated pronomi- 
nal objects with a perfect (5a: gvillennox > jbilawen) or a preterite with 
preverb and enclitic pronoun (68b: ' demwale > kem'admile). In 38c, it 
seems that S did not understand the preterital form of the archetype and 
H turned it into a present tense. 

The preterite with prefix kem- (past tense preverb) 15 and enclitic object 
pronouns follows a typologically late paradigm and accordingly occurs 
in H and S, where it substitutes various archetypal verbal forms: kemhal- 
qila ‘they surrounded her’ instead of muneplawa ‘she was caused to fall’ 
(55c), kemmateleh (with final <h> instead of the <’> commonly used in 
the spelling of Iraqi Neo-Aramaic mss.) instead of mutele ‘he brought 
him’ (72b), kemqabelle instead of qbelle ‘he received him’ (90c); 
kem’amerri instead of merreli ‘he said to me’ (139c). 

11 Mengozzi (2002: vol. 590, 27). 

12 Mengozzi (2002: vol. 590, 30). 

13 Mengozzi (2002: vol. 590, 24). 

14 Mengozzi (2005b). 

15 Pennacchietti (1994a and 1994b). 


In 80b both M and H have kemmaxette ‘you stroke him’ (S, wrongly: 
kemmaxtele ‘he humiliated him’, from maxte ). If the text transmission of 
this passage is reliable, this is the earliest attestation of the kem- preterite 
in Christian Neo-Aramaic and the only one in the poems dating back to 
the 17th century. 16 

H and S in one case have normal preterite forms, where in the arche- 
type the so-called Hertevin paradigm 17 was probably attested: psexletbe 
‘you rejoiced for him ’ becomes psexlux beh in H (102b), pesxletbay ‘you 
rejoiced for them’ (114c; < psexletbay ; see above) becomes psexlux bay 
in H and psexle bay ‘he rejoiced in them’ in S, where the scribe once 
again mistook the basic meaning of the (hyp-)archetypal form. 

Particles and Lexical Variation 

M prefers classical or classicizing prepositions, such as Iwat- instead 
of Igeb- (H and S: 3b, 97c) or am ‘with’ instead of ’ emmed (H and/or 
S: 133a-c). The compound preposition bgaw- occurs only three times in 
M (28b, 30a, 30b) in combination with a suffix pronoun, in contrast with 
H, where bgaw is used before a noun (15d and 51a, where M has Clas- 
sical Syriac ba-). M has tla / tlal- ‘to’ instead of the allomorphs ta / 
tal- which occur in H and S (27a, 44a, 115d, 126b, 150d); M and S have 
hul ‘until’ instead of H hel (29a, 89b, 97c, 116b). 

In 18a M preserves a trace of the archaic spelling form <mqamma> of 
the preposition ‘before’, 18 later attested as mqamed. This form (or spell- 
ing?) reminds one of the modem Aramaic prepositions with incorporated 
pronouns ’ella d- ‘on’ or ’ emma d- ‘with’, which probably are to be con- 

16 All occurrences of kem- preterite forms are collected and discussed in Saccagno 
(2003-2004: 36), where kemmaxette ( maxe ‘to beat, strike’ < i ».*i) is erroneously inter- 
preted as deriving from mamkex ‘to humiliate’ (< <eeo). 

17 In the Neo-Aramaic dialect of Hertevin (Siirt province, Turkey), the oblique series 
of preterite endings (-//, - lox ) is replaced by the direct endings, preceded by l- (- len -, -let-), 
when the preterite is immediately followed by a pronominal object (Jastrow 1988: 61 ; see 
also Goldenberg 1993: 302). Pennacchietti (1991 and 1994b: 272-275) lists examples of 
the Hertevin allomorphs in Iraqi Neo-Aramaic dialects (17th-19th centuries), where they 
are used as an alternative to the more common construction with oblique endings, and 
explains them as an analogical extension of the direct endings of the present tense to the 
preterit. In the light of the so-called ‘decay of ergativity’ in Kurdish, the emergence of 
free variants with direct endings, eventually grammaticalized in Hertevin allomorphy, may 
he understood as a reaction of the Neo- Aramaic non-ergative system against split ergativ- 
ity (preterites construed with direct endings for the object of transitive verbs and the 
subject of intransitive verbs and oblique endings for the subject of transitive verbs; see 
Mengozzi 2005b). 

18 Mengozzi (2002: vol. 590, J6 174a). 
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sidered as obsolete orthographic artefacts of ’elled and ’emmed respec- 
tively. 19 

The classical conjunction for ‘as, like’ or, better, its Classical Syriac 
spelling < yk>, is preferred in M to the modem <mk> (S: 68d, H: 130d 
and 138c). The optative particle kwan ( kon in S), attested in 17th-century 
poems, 20 is replaced in H by sud (18b) or tad (28c, 37b, 45a, 124a). 

The preference of M (and S) for classical forms — or, better, the ten- 
dency of H (and S) to replace classical archetypal forms with more mod- 
em ones — is not co nfin ed to particles. In 15c, e.g., H has the dialectal 
paqarti ‘my neck’, 21 where M and S-have the classical qdali. In 16b H 
has Arabic safil ‘miserable’, where M and S prefer the classical dawya. 
In 21a the seemingly dialectal verb m'uperi ‘I joked’ 22 is replaced in H 
by the Arabic-derived musxeri In 120d H has the dialectal, Arabic- 
derived mkayef ‘to have a good time’ instead of the equally Arabic- 
derived, but possibly archaic mbahbeh, which is attested in other 17th- 
century poems. 23 In 146d and in the concatenated 147a, both S and H 
have the dialectal xafeq ‘to embrace’ in stead of the classical 'apeq which 
occurs in M. 

A footnote attached to yana yana ‘everywhere (72b; lit.: from side to 
side)’ in H bears witness to the poor linguistic grounding of the scribe, 
who interpreted yana (< Turkish yan ‘side’) as deriving from Turkish 
yana. ‘burning’ ( <ydnmaq ‘to bum’): 24 (6i) i&i ao aSa juliaoN o&i ;iax Ak 
irlotiaxk zio z& iA zAaofc : zaoiAnTi. ‘yana is a Turkish and not a Syriac 
word for ‘heat’; the Turk(ish), in fact, reads yana for sulhava ‘heat’.’ 

Reconstructing the Archetype: Notes on the Apparatus 

The stemma codicum may be represented as follows : 



19 Mengozzi (2005c). 

20 Mengozzi (2002: vol. 589, 236). 

21 Arabic faqra h ‘vertebra’ gives Classical Syriac paqara ‘vertebra, joint’ and paqarta 
‘neck’ in the Neo-Aramaic of Alqosh (Maclean 1901: 256). 

22 See Lidzbarski (1898: gloss., 404 and text, 416, 1. 12, where it is translated with 

23 Mengozzi (2002: vol. 589, 252). 

24 Saccagno (2002-2003: 41). 


p is the hyparchetype of the poem in which the full refrain was intro- 
duced. S and H are located on a lower level to indicate the process 
of linguistic adaptation that led them further away from the archetype 
than M. 

In the present edition, H has been taken as the base text, since it is 
more complete and generally reliable. Better readings of M (and S) have 
been introduced in the text and the corresponding discarded readings of 
H have been put in the apparatus. All other significant variants of M and 
S — i.e., all variants which have consequences in the translation and 
most of the spelling variants — are recorded in the apparatus. In a few 
cases (e.g., 71d or 118a) the archetypal text has been reconstructed on 
the basis of the various witnesses, none of them being fully satisfactory. 
Whenever a manuscript is not mentioned in the apparatus, its reading 
agrees with the reconstructed text. Omissions are recorded at the end of 
the sections omitted (abbreviation: ‘om’), additions where they occur 
(abbreviation: ‘ad’). 

In the section with alphabetic acrostic, the imperfect refrain of verses 
omitted in H has been borrowed from verses ending with the same rhyme 
(2d < 8d and 3 Id < 19d). 

Fading into the Classical Language 

The conclusion of the dorekta On Repentance by Hormizd of Alqosh 
is an intriguing case of code-switching within a Neo-Aramaic literary 
text. Classical Syriac is heavily influential in the lexicon of Neo-Syriac 
religious poetry. Classicisms, classical expressions or quotations are at 
home in poems of religious content and written to be performed in litur- 
gical or paraliturgical contexts. 25 In this dorekta, however, the last four 
verses (159-162) — integrally preserved only by M — are entirely writ- 
ten in Classical Syriac. 

The code-switching is, so to say, prepared by the doxology suvha l-ax 
(158c) and l-ruh-ax (158d), with the classical form of the 2nd sing. masc. 
suffix pronoun. S replaces it with Neo- Aramaic -ux in both cases, whereas 
H preserves the classical form in 158c and deletes it in 158d. 

Verse 158 opens with a typically modem verbal form (preqlux ‘you 
saved’ in 158c) and almost imperceptibly switches to the classical lan- 
guage in the formula of the following line, as if the Neo-Aramaic poem 
were an incomplete translation of a classical Vorlage or a doxology in 

25 Mengozzi (2002: vol. 590, 17-20). 
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the modem language were not considered solemn enough to close a litur- 
gical hymn. 

The scribe of H tries to adapt to the modem language verses 159-161, 
omits 162 and adds a verse providing date and authorship of the poem. 
However, his lapsus in leaving suvha l-ax unchanged in 158c allows us 
to attribute the whole conclusive passage in the classical language to the 
archetype. 

Hell and Paradise by Damyanos of Alqosh 

A shorter period of time separates the date of composition of 19th- 
century dorekyata and their recording in manuscripts, since they were 
copied during the last two decades of the 19th century. The degree of 
linguistic variation among the extant witnesses is indeed lower in com- 
parison with 17th-century poems, being confined mainly to spelling con- 
ventions and lexical choices. Nevertheless, the texts preserved in various 
manuscript collections differ from each other and it is sometimes difficult 
to draw a stemma codicum. 

Four of the manuscripts containing the diptych On the Torments of 
Hell (1855) and On the Delights of the Kingdom (1856) by Damyanos of 
Alqosh are currently available. 

On the Torments of Hell (henceforth Hell) : 

S : Berlin Sachau 232, 3b-17b (1882) 

K: Katola 4423, 45a-62a (1889?) 

L: London Sachau 9322, 137-166 (1897?) 

H: Habbi 3, 256-276 (Alqosh 1933) 

On the Delights of the Kingdom (henceforth Kingdom ) : 

S : Berlin Sachau 232, 17b-24b 
K: Katola 4423, 35b-44b 
L: London Sachau 9322, 186-202 
H: Habbi 3, 245-256 26 

To them we may add partial editions, such as the edition by Ignazio 
Guidi of Hell 1-3, 10-20b and Kingdom 1-8 (henceforth G), 27 and the first 
three lines of both poems reported by Rhetore. 28 . 

26 For a descriptions of the manuscripts, see Lidzbarski (1896), Habbi (1978a and 
1979-80), Mengozzi (1999). For the Iraqi manuscripts which are unavailable at the 
moment, see Mengozzi (1999: 488) and Sony (1997: ms. 87, 1-22). 

27 Guidi (1883: 314-316). 

28 Rhetore (1913- : 58). 


All the extant texts derive more or less directly from one archetype, in 
which the inversion of two words broke the rhyme in Hell 7 a. Many 
common variants — such as spelling variants, inversion of two couplets 
in Hell 80, lexical choices different from those attested in H — and the 
omission of a couple of words in Hell 36a lead to the reconstruction of 
a common hyparchetype for S K L (and G). In the vast majority of cases, 
the readings of H are preferable and therefore the editor chose H as a 
base text. A couple of better readings of S K L are inserted in the text, 
as in Hell 34e or 61b. In Hell 32b rhyme is preserved by S K L and not 
by H, but the meaning of S is rather obscure and K and L omit a word. 

The relationships between the kindred versions (S K L) are anything 
but clear. The omissions of Hell 13e-f and Kingdom 61e by K demon- 
strate that K was not the Vorlage of S and L. The omission of Kingdom 
9d-e in S and L and common variants, such as Hell 37f or Kingdom 27d 
and 65f, might lead to reconstruct a hyparchetype for S and L or to rec- 
ognize in S the Vorlage of L. On the other hand K and L share a number 
of significant variants in contrast with S — Hell 15e, 16e, 20c, 20e, 
23c, 27c, etc.. Kingdom 16e-f and 32b — and the omission of Kingdom 
16c-d. 

One might imagine a scribe of L picking up readings — and omissions 
— from K and S and composing a kind of eclectic text, 29 but even S and 
K share their exclusive variants, such as Hell 23c, 42e, 90d or Kingdom 
13b, 47c, and 51e, where L agrees with H and therefore with the arche- 
type. 

It is difficult, although not impossible, to assume that the scribes of K, 
S and L altered the text(s) they were copying exactly in the same ways. 
Memory and oral transmission allow more variation than written texts 
and the scribes may have known the poems or parts of them by heart. 
Certain lexical choices may have been determined by common dialectal 
preferences. However, the emergence of spontaneous common variants 
is hard to accept. 

29 The ms. Or. 9322 of the British Library (L) was commissioned by Eduard Sachau, 
who asked a scribe — probably the same Gabriel Shamir of Or. 9321 — to compile a 
collection of dorekyata and translate them into Arabic (Mengozzi 1999: 483). According 
to Guest (1993: 148), Gabriel Jeremiah Shamir was the son of the famous Jeremiah, 
copyist of part of the manuscripts of the Berlin Sachau collection (Lidzbarski 1896). Prof. 
R.Y. Ebied, Sidney University, is preparing an edition of the London ms. Or. 9326, a 
collection of Arabic, Neo-Aramaic and English letters sent to Eduard Sachau, most of 
them by Jeremiah Shamir (papers presented at the ARAM Conference, Chicago 10-12 
April 2007, the Syriac Studies Symposium, Toronto, June 25-27, 2007, and the 7th Con- 
ference on Arab Christian Studies, September 26-27, 2008). 
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